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SUBJ: RUMORED REPLACEMENT OP WALI OF ALGIERS 

1. KNOWLEDGEABLE OFPICIAL AT FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS 
INPORMED US THAT WALI OP ALGIERS, SLIMAN HOPPMAN, IS 

TO BE REPLACED BY PORMER AMBASSADOR TO HANOI, ABDEREZAK 
BOUHARA, WITHIN NEXT PEW DAYS. HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT 
HOPFMAN'S NEXT ASSIGNMENT WOULD BE AND DID NOT COMMENT 
ON POLITICAL SIGNIPICANCE, IP ANY, OP MOVE. 

2. COMMENT: THIS MOVE HAS BEEN RUMORED FOR SOME TIME 

AND WHEN ANNOUNCED LIKELY GENERATE GOOD DEAL OP SPECULA- 
TION THAT HOPPMAN IS VICTIM INTERNECINE QUARREL WITHIN 
GOA. THIS, TOGETHER WITH CONTINUED ABSENCE POREIGN 
MINISTER BOUTEPLIKA (ALTHOUGH WE TOLD HE COMING HERE POR 
OPEC MEETING) WILL BE ENOUGH FEED DIPLOMATIC RUMOR MILL 
POR SEVERAL WEEKS. AS OP THIS MOMENT, HOWEVER, WE HAVE 
NO OBJECTIVE EVIDENCE EXPLAINING REASONS POR HOPFMAN'S 
TRANSFER. IT COULD CONCEIVABLY BE ON GROUNDS 
CORRUPTION, OR BECAUSE HE HAS NOT DONE WELL ENOUGH AT 
MANAGING THIS CITY, OR BECAUSE HIS LOYALTY IN DOUBT, OR 
BECAUSE ALL THE WALK ARE BEING CHANGED. IT COULD EVEN 
BE THAT HE IS DESTINED POR PROMOTION TO MINISTERIAL 
POSITION. WHATEVER REASON, HOPFMAN HAS BEEN IMPORTANT 
PIGURE IN ALGERIAN INNER CIRCLE AND ANYTHING AFPECTING 
HIS CAREER LIKELY HAVE SOME POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE.PARKER 
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